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James Meakes, Esq.,
estock, Sask.

Dear Mr, Meakes:-

Mr. Hall of the Provincial Govermment staff
informs me of an interesting discovery you made on your
farm of an o0ld rifle belonging to a Mounted Policemen who

had been killed by an Indian.

The Executive of this Society would regard it

as a great favour if you would consent to lend us this re-

4

1i¢ for the collection we are gradually getting together.

It would be displayed as youZproperty.

I feel that perhaps we may be presumptious in
this request, but our excuse must be that we are doing all
in our powef to gather momentoes of the stirring old days
in this western country.

-~ z .
Yours sincerely.

Secretary.

ZMH )MAH.




November 27, 1937,

Z, M, Hamilton, 58q.,
Regina, -askatchewan,

Dear ¥r, Hamiltion:

~ This acknowledges your letter of Fovember 3 and
I must apologise for rot answering it before but relief 4dministe
ration constitutes a gosd alibi, I bzliave.

“r, Hall misinformed you as to the discovery of

an old rlflo or our farm., The factis are like this: During tne dry
years, the Misaza:i Lake orn the shores cf which our farm house is
built, has gore dowrn about fifteen feet in depth, leaving & shore
line of from twe to three hundred yards wide, greater thar it was
in 1905 wher T homesteaded. The bottom of the lake is white silver
sapd with inrn merable boulders s read through, 3ome two months ago
when my youngest scn wes watering his suddle pony, he rnoticed a
tube of nbout eight inches long sticikirg u; through the sard a few
yards from the edge of the water, He kicxed this up ard to his
surprise fourd that it was en old single barrelled shet gun of 1l2=
gauge calibre with the spent shell case still ir the barr-L( He
kicked arcund tc¢ firnd the steck or metsl portiors of it but ec.ld
not find it anywhere, 30 that what we really have is just the gun
barrel? and the brass shell head.

‘he, 1nte Lieuterart Colorel ‘cllis who lived
on 330-28-15 gince about 1882 ard who ranched in this countiry un=
til the advert c¢f the settlers about 1905, hes frequently told the
story of how the lrdisns camped arcuns thais lake, stole the calves
and killed then as they felt they needed them, Complaintis of this
tc the Fort brought an R, N, W,¥,P, mar up here and sccording tc ¥r,
Hollda's story, tne Indian resisted cepture and shut the policeman
with his anotgun. When other policemer came up to make the arrest,
the Indian's shotgun was not found but the Irdian was taken, tried
and given a life sertence and Kr, Hollis informed me that the Inde
ian died quite redently in FPrince Albvert Jail, iith a story of
this kind having been told us several times by the Cclonel, it was
gaiite natural for the boys tc conneci the policeman, lae gun, and
the Irdien, ard t¢ think reasscnably that the gun barrel¥ fourd by
Duvid was a part of the gun which had beern used by the Indian who
shot the ;oliceman,




cx/uL

= ~ A8 you ean sen, gaass - rk aad iﬁﬁgifﬁﬁiéﬁ pl&y
a free hund as far as the old gun barreli is concerned but if the
Society would care for 1t 1 car brirg it down scmetime wher I'm
coming to Regina. : = ' '

Ard ther tc leave thst story, in cunnecticn
with your 3c¢ciety, I believs, that ir ithis neighb. irhocd are 3-me
documents which would be worth trying to obtain and I belisve that

‘the custodians of theee documents woald willingly put them dmto
the hands of yoir Societys ¥Nr, Orafton N, Lorng (the newly elected
‘reeve for this municipality) has been for soms years a trustiee and
also secretary for the Round Plains 3.8, #30 ard he has ithe origiznal
minute bo k and cash books for the district end the infermation cone-
tained ir ther T believe, is worth keeping ss memertos of those old
5 —atirring days of which you speak,

¥ou may probably heve heard of the old Round
Plaeins 3tore “hurch which was completed ard dedicated in 1588, It
stands on 511-49-15 W2 and is 3till irn use, The cemetamry of two
acres surrcunds the church and is now the properiy c¢f the municipe
ality, It was c-rigirnally used by the I'resbyterians but after the
Fresbylerisns g -t fewer ir rumber was ised by the Flethodists and
‘after some di:sension another sm=1l churech was built five or six
miles northwest and the old chureh fell intc disuse., Later the
trustees of the church deeded it cver f{c the municipality and the
cermat®ry was surveyed and is still in use and well zared fsr by
the surrcunding neighbours, U.8, Atkinaon, Eagq, -f Hishart ¥,0,,
who was the V.L.A, for Touchwood for the first twelve years of the
Samskatchewar ’srliamert, was the first teacher £f the Round Flain
3.0, and alss was one of the trustees who deeded the Stane Church
and its cemetery over toc the municipality., ¥r. Atkinsce is now
= getting close to eighty years of age b:t still an active man and
' he told me just some few weeks sgo that he nad s bunch of papers
‘in connection with the church and wondered what tc do with them,
I told him thet T myself was much irtsrested in it and that soue
day when I had time T would call in and see him., 78 I staited in
the front of my letter, relief udmiristration in s manieipality
with 4300 residents doesn't leave much spare time and 1 héve nst
= yet gone to ¥r, Aitkinson, I feel oc--fident ho evnr: that s visit
; from you or a letier from ycu would lesve you in the pussession
of the documenis that I spoke of regarding the old~-tive residents
here and the building ¢f this Tirst place of worship in the distriet,
- 2 ¥y office i8 cn the northwest of 1/ -28a15
: W2 ard if ever y u are in the district I would be very pleased
- for you to call. '

Yours very iiresrely,

JE/ML ’ 3ec.-Treus.
' . TAmes /ﬂfﬂmcs

-
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December 14, 1937.

J. Meakes Esq.,

Rurel Municipality of Emerald No, 277,

Dear Mr.

Lestock, Sask.

Meakes:

J. A. GREGORY, M.L.A.

DIRECTORS

PROFESSOR MORTON
W. M. GRAHAM
GEO. DOUGLAS

W. G. ROSS, M.L.A.
MRS. JEAN CARSS
W. G. BENSON

DR. T. A. PATRICK

' CAMPBELL. INNIS

FATHER ATHOL MURRAY
DR. D. P. MILLER
MAJOR TORNEY

Thank you for your courteous and informative letter of

November 27%h,

I am very much intercsted in the tale you told of the

Indian who shot the

Mr. Hollis.

Mounted Policeman as Yelated by the late

I have written to Colonel Wood, Assistant Com-

missioner of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, asking him

for the history of this case; also to the Warden of the Prince

Albert Penitentiary asking for the record of the Indian re-

ported to have served a life sentence there for this crime.

I knew Mr. Hollis long ago.

He was a friend of Nicholas

Flood Davin the member of Parliament for the vast Constituency

of Western Assiniboia, and he occasionally visited him in

Regina., I was at that time editing for Mr, Davin the "West"

newspaper, which he had started after selling the Leader,

"West" after passing

The

through several transitions, eventually

merged into the Regina Post, which of course is an element of

the Leader of today.
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December 14/37

I am very much interested in what you say about Mr. Long

and his records, as well as in the 0ld Stone Church at Round Plain.

As soon as the winter is over so that travelling becomes

easy 1 intend to make a visit to your distriet when I hope to_

have the pleasure of meking your acquaintance.

In the meantime

I would greatly appreciate the old gun barrel, and I would of

- course be glad to see that your son got full credit for his dis-

. govery.

Yours most sincerely,

ZMH/OB
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KOROL/FIRST LIGHT

SILENCING THE
ALMIGHTY VOICE

n October, 1895, after a long
struggle had left native
North Americans largely
passive under white rule, a
Swampy Cree Indian distin-
guished himself as the last of the
renegades. Born in Saskatche-
wan around 1874, Almighty
Voice seemed ordinary in every-
thing but name until, at 21, he
was arrested by Sgt. Colin Cole-
brook of the North West Mount-
ed Police for killing a neighbor’s
cow. That same night, he es-
caped from the lockup, crossing
the frigid South Saskatchewan
River and continuing on to the
coulees and willow bluffs of
Touchwood Hills. A week later,
Colebrook arrived—and Al
_ mighty Voice shot and killed
him, then disappeared for a year
and a half, despite a hefty $500
reward for his capture.
During his time on the run,
‘ while Mounties continuously
combed the vast prairies, the
renegade Cree became a symbol
of defiance in the native commu-
nity. But on May 26, 1897, his
adventure began to unravel
when he was spotted near his
home reserve—where he had
been hiding all along. The next
day, Mounties arrived, and Al-
mighty Voice and two relatives
retreated to a five-acre wooded
bluff. Surrounded, and possess-
ing no food or water and little
ammunition, they managed to
hold off the cannon-firing posse
until May 31, when all three
were found dead—two of mor-
tar wounds and one of a bullet.
The event marked the end of
. 19th-century native resistance
in Canada.
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Big Bear after capture by Steele’s Scouts. On his left is Sergeant Colin
Colebrook who in 1895 was murdered by an Indian, Almighty Voice. The
murder began a chain of violent acts that resulted in two more policemen and
an ex-policeman being killed, as well as Almighty Voice and two companions.
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